NORDISK FILMS COMPA

25 CECIL COURT, CHARING CROSS ROAD, LONDON, W.C.
Telephone—City 172. Telegrams - Norfilcom, Westrand London.

THE OPIUM SMOKER.

The Tragic Results of Over-Indulgence in a Drug.

Released May 4th. : Length 2390 feet.
Code word, *“ Opium.”’ In 2 Reels.
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ITHOUT being designed for that special pur-
W pose, “ The Opium Smoker ” will be found to
; perform a real mission. Without having any-
thing in the nature of a sermon about it, it tells in graphic
fashion a story of a man’s descent through being addicted
to the drug, first weakening his constitution and then
perverting his sense of right and wrong to such an extent
that he would stick at nothing to fulfil any purpose he
undertakes. The story is a strong and arresting one,
and is depicted in
a powerful, con-
vincing way.
“The Opium
Smoker ” is Hugo
Kaufman, the
younger son  of
Baron  Kaufman,
who is himself a
victim of the drug
habit. Hugo, with
constitution under-
mined, is insanely
jealous of his bro-
ther, Ernest, and
when the latter’s
approaching union
with Henny Brink-
man is announced
at a fancy dress
ball given by the
Baron, he can
scarcely contain
himself. It is possi-
ble he might have
committed a grave
assault upon his
brother but for the
intervention of his valet, who, seeing Hugo’s infatuation
for Henny, and realising that this knowledge may be
advantageous to him, whispers into Hugo’s ear: ©“ Don’t
take it too much to heart, sir ; you may soon have a
chance.” Hugo leaves the scene of boisterous fun
and frolic, and repairs to his private room to seek the
solace of his opium. A few whiffs of his pipe and he
isunder the dominion of the drug, and dreams troubling
dreams. His mind is tortured by visions of the happi-
ness of Ernest and Henny, and then by his brother
lying in sepulchere shrouds on a bier in the chapel of
‘the cemetery. Meanwhile most of the guests have
departed from the scene, and the Baron, seeking relaxa-
tion from the excitement of the evening, seats himself
before the fire in the library and injects a drug into his
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veins with a hypodermic needle. Soon he has succumbed
to the drug’s influence, and as his head falls back in
his unnatural sleep his pipe falls from his mouth. The
glowing ashes of the tobacco fall upon a newspaper
at the side of the chair and in a few seconds the paper
is consumed in fire, the table cover is ignited and a
blaze spreads throughout theroom. ~ One of the servants,
Hugo’s valet, observes the smoke pouring from the
library, and ascertaining the reason, with callous indiffer-
ence to the fate
of the Baron,
rushes off first to

acquaint Hugo of
the peril which
confronts him and
the rest in the
house.  Hugo is
only awakened from
his stupor with
great difficulty and
in a semi-maudlin
state makes his
way to the library.
Ernest, on the other
- hand, as soon as he
is notified of the
danger in which his
father is situated,
runs swiftly to the
library, picking up
a ruc - before he
enters so as to
smother the flames
that enwrap the
Baron. He suc-
ceeds in rescuing
thz latter, and th>
servants eventually get the outbreak under, although
not before the room in which the fire originated
is seriously damaged. Despite Ernest’s heroism the
Baron, on examination, is found to be dead, a doctor
among the house-party announcing the momentous
truth as soon as he comes upon the scene. Some
months later Hugo’s smouldering hatred of his brother
is increased when he learns from the lips of the Baron’s
lawyer that by his father’s will Ernest has been be-
queathed his father’s entire estate and fortune with
the exception of a small sum for himself left in trust.
His brain, affected by the constant use of opium, brings
out his vicious nature. In order to secure his brother’s
fortune, and with the hope that by doing so he can
also secure his brother’s affianced wife, he bribes his
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unscrupulous valet to introduce the contents of a
packet of poison into Ernest’s wine at dinner. With
apparent nonchalance he tells the valet during the dinner
to get Ernest a fresh glass as his is dirty. The valet
brings a fresh glass filled with wine into which he has
dropped the poison, but as Ernest lifts it to drink
Henny simulating an accident, knocks it to the floor.
After dinner she explains to Ernest that she had seen
something surreptitiously inserted into the wine and
judging from Hugo’s demeanour she is certain that he
is plotting against her lover’s life. Ernest cannot
believe his brother can be so depraved as this, but at
the solicitation of Henny decides to keep a watch upon
him. This watching is soon successful, for Hugo is
seen to insert another dose of poison into the cup of
coffee prepared for Ernest. In order to play upon
Hugo’s fears and teach him a salutary lesson, Ernest,

Henny, her father, and a medical friend who is staying
at the house, concoct a scheme. Ernest apparently drinks
it but secretly pours the coffee away. Immediately after-
wards, in accordance with the scheme agreed upon, he
falls to the ground writhing in agony, and after the lapse
of a few minutes his life is pronounced by a doctor to be
extinct. Hugo staggers from the room to seek forgetful-
ness once again in the drug. In order to ensure themsel-
ves that Ernest is dead, Hugo and his valet make their
way to the Baron’s private chapel, to find Ernest laid
out ceremonially, preparatory to interment. Weak and
distraught, Hugo returns to the house to discuss plans
with his valet for the abduction of Henny. While th.y
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are thus closetted together Henny makes her way to
the chapel with a cloak for Ernest, so that ne may return
secretly to his home, both thinking that the lesson they
have taught Hugo has gone far enough. Henny returns
to rest, leaving Ernest to make his way home later
amid the darkness of the night. Henny’s sleep is soon
broken, however, by the intrusion into her room of two
masked figures, who attempt to gag and bind her,
Just at the crucial moment, however, Ernest returns,
and both Hugo and the valet imagine that it is his ghost,
and happily missing him when they fire their revolvers,
take to flight. In his precipitation the valet falls head-
long from a window, and when picked up is found to
be mortally injured and almost unrecognisable. Hugo,
in a frenzy of fear, flies to the chapel, where he had a
short time before seen his brother’s form recumbent on
a funeral bier. With ghastly staring eyes he gazes

upon the bier from which he sees an immaterial image
of hisbrotherrise to accuse him of his attempted fratri-
cide. Again and again he fires at the figure—with no
result, and as his brain has given way so does his physical
powers. When Ernest, Henny, and the doctor arrive
on the scene a little later, after a long search for the
erring youth, th:y find him past human aid stretched
on the floor of the chapel. The tragedy has, however,
this consoling characteristic—it brings abruptly to an
end the influence which has so long menaced the welfare
of Ernest and Henny, and as they leave the presence
of death the impression is given that the life which opens
out before them is bestrewn with the roses of happiness.

Length 2390 feet in 2 reels.
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UNT JANE, of questionable years and very
A obese, retires after dining with hearty appetite.
She finds it impossible to detach the fastenings

of her bodice, trying various expedients to do so without
success. Everybody else in the house has retired and

Aunty’s attempts to wake them are fruitless, so in her

predicament she emerges from her niece’s house to seek
the assistance of some chance passer by. Four revellers
come along, but neither of the girls of the quartet will
help her, and after a dance around her and a few unfeel-
ing jokes proceed upon their way. Her efforts to induce
others to aid her are equally of no avail. and when in
her extremity she approaches a dignified old gentleman
she is, to say the least, astonished at her reception. The
old gentleman summons a policeman, and after whisper-
ing a few words in his ear a taxi is called, Aunty is
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bundled inside—and conveyed, despite her valiant
resistance, to an Institution for the Feeble Minded,
after an incidental call in passing being made at the police
headquarters. She is examined at the Institution
and put to bed—and her relief at the unfastening of
her dress is such that she is quite submissive to the
nurse’s ministrations. The next morning her niece,
a little surprised at her aunt’s absence from breakfsat,
reads a paragraph in the paper to the effect that her
aunt had overnight started unrobing in the street, and
had been conveyed to the Institution for the Feeble
Minded. She quickly proceeds to the Institution where
aunty’s explanations put a different complexion in the
case, aunty being permitted to leave in the care of her
niece, to whom she cenfides her intention of taking
exercise in the future to reduce her weight, $

Length 617 feet.

Hardanger Fjord

Released May 4th.

This scenic introduces us to some picturesque spots
of rugged northern country, of which we are given
fine views from the deck of a steamer which courses its
way up the fjord through lofty hills and verdant dales,
and by secluded hamlets that have many quaint features.

Lengtha276 feet.
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Perscnerne:
Henny von Brincken. - . . . . Brk. Zanny Petersen.
Hugo von Kauffmann ) . Herr Robert Schyberg+
Bredre.
Ernst von Ksuffmann » ® Alf Bliitecher.

Grev von Keuffmann, deres Fader." Frederik Jacobsen.

Hos Grev von Kauffmann er der stor Kostumefest i Anleéning ef
hans sldste Swn, Ernsts Forlovelse med Frk. Henny von Brincken,
Datter af hans Ungdomsven, Major voﬁ»Brineken. Dansen gaar livligt,
og Deltagerne morer sig ovenud;-kun en er langt berte frz den gla-
de Stemning, Grevens yngste Sen Hugo, som er vanvittig forelsket
i Henny, men nu ser alle sine Forhaabninger kuldkastede af sin
egen Broder. Led og ked af det Hele gaar han op pea sit Varelse
og seger Trgsten, hvor han har fundet den sac tidt, i Cpiumsrusen.
Opbids:t =f Jalousi og Sindsbevegelse ser han i Dremme, hvorledcs
Livet fremtidigt former sig for ham og hans Broder. liedens denne
ved Hennys Side gaar en lys og solrig Fremtid 1 Hede, venter der
kun hzom selv Sorger og Skuffelser, ja et Liv i | den dybeste Elcn-
dighed, tekket vere hans usalige Lyst til Opium. Forfazrdet over
detts Freomtidsperspektiv fetter han et endnu mere gledende Had
til sin Brodzr, og dette bestyrkes yderligerc, da Faderen efter
en grufuld Ded test:umenterer hele sin Formue og Slottet til Ernst,
medens denne til Gengeld skal svare en aarlig Livrente af 20,000
Kroner til sin Broder Hugc.

Dag oz Nat pines han af Jalousi og Bekymring for Fremtiden,
indtil Tanken om &t rydde Broderen af Vejen modnes mere &g mere
hos h&m;.Han er dog selv for fejg til at udfere den grufulde Dazd,
og lejer derfor Tjeneren Gustave, en slimet Forbrydernztur, der
ger 21t for Penge, til ot drazbe Ernst. En Dag forsgcer Gustave
uncer Mosltidet at komme Gift i Ernsts Glas, men Henny har opda-

cet det og ofverger det i1 rette Tid paa en megat fiks Maade. Eftcr
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Mazltidet betror hun Ernst sin Opdagelse, og de beslutter nu at
vere paa deres Post, idet de rigtipt formoder, at Gustave ikke
vil lade det blive ved dette ene mislykkede Forssg. Og deres For-
modning slear til. Allerede ved Kaffen forseger Gustave fer anden
Geng at forgive Ernst, men ved en snild Manevre faar han byttet
Kopperne saaledes, at hverken Gustave eller Hugo marker noget.
Furinden har han dog haft Lejlighed til at aftale med Hennp, at
han - for st sette Hugo en ordentlig Skrek i Livet,- skal lade
som om hen virkelig er ded. Aldrig saas snart har han temt Koppen,
for han synker om paaz Divanen, tilsyneladende livlgs. Der bliver
naturligvis stor Opstandelse, og medens Hugo og Gustave i Smug
glader sig over, at deres skendige Plan er lykkedes saa godt,
styrter Henny ud og henter den gamle Huslege, hbem hun hurtigt
indvier 1 Planen og overtaler til at udstede en Degdsattest. Det
pludselige "Dedsfald® vekker selvfslgelig stor Bestyrtelse paa
Slottet, men samtidig en vis Glzde hos Hugo, der nu optrzder som
Skottets retmmssige Ejer og i Kraft heraf benytter Lejligheden
til af invitere Major von Brincken og hane Datter til at bo paa
Slottet i1 nogen Tid. Majoren er ikke videre stemt for dett, men
Henny faar ham hurtigt overtalt. Hun har nemlig sine Grunde der-
tik. Hen paa Eftermiddagen lister hun sig ned : Kapellet til den
"dgde" Ernst ug aftaler med ham, at han om Natten skal "gaz igen"
for derved at sztte Hugo en saadan Skrek i Livet, at han fremtidig
forsager 21t, hvad der hedder Opium og atter bliver et pent Men-
neske. Men Hugo har ogsaa sine Planer med Invitationen. Sammen
med Gustave planlzgger han en reguler Bortferelse af Henny.
Han mener som saa, at vil hun ikke blive hans med det Gode, skal
han ved Magt vide at tvinge hende dertil.

Ved Midnatstid er alt roligt paa Slottet. Henny er lige
kommen i sin Seng, da hun herer nogen pusle ved Deren, og inden hun

faar Tid at ragbe om Hjelp, styrter der to meskerede Mznd ind 1
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